SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE GIRL

or devour the penis is directly derived from her desire to do the
same to her mother's breast so that the frustration she suffers from
the breast prepares the way for the feelings which her renewed
frustration in regard to the penis arouses. Not only do the envy and
hatred she feels towards her mother colour and intensify her
sadistic phantasies against the penis, but her relations to the mother's
breast affect her subsequent attitude towards men in other ways as
well. As soon as she begins to be afraid of the 'bad' introjected
penis she also begins to run back to her mother who, both as a real
person and as an introjected figure, should give help to her. If her
primary attitude to her mother has been dominated by the oral-
sucking position, so that it contains strong positive and hopeful
elements, she will be able to take shelter to some extent behind her
'good' mother-imago against her 'bad' mother-imago and against
the 'bad' penis; if not, her fear of her introjected mother will
increase her fear of the internalized penis and of her terrifying
parents united in copulation, too.

The importance which the girl's mother-imago has for her as a
'helping' figure and the strength of her attachment to her mother
are very great, since in her phantasy her mother is the possessor of
the nourishing breast and the father's penis and children and thus
has the power to satisfy all her needs. For when the small girl's early
anxiety-situations set in, her ego makes use of her need for nourish-
ment in the widest sense to assist her in overcoming anxiety. The
more she is afraid that her body is poisoned and exposed to attack,
the more she craves for the 'good' milk, cgood' penis and children1
over which, as her phantasy tells her, her mother has unlimited
command. She needs these 'good' things to protect her against the
'bad3 ones, and to establish a certain equilibrium inside her. In her
phantasy her mother's body is therefore a kind of store-house which
contains the means of satisfying all her desires and of allaying all
her fears. It is these phantasies, leading back to her mother's breast
as her earliest source of satisfaction and as the one most fraught with
consequences, which are responsible for her immensely strong
attachment to her mother. And the frustration she suffers from her
mother gives rise, under the pressure of her anxiety, to renewed
complaints against her and to strengthened sadistic attacks upon her
body.

At a somewhat later stage of her development, however, at a time
when her sense of guilt is making itself felt in every quarter,2 this

1 We shall presently enquire in greater detail into the deeper significance
attached to the possession of children. It suffices here to remark that the
imaginary child inside the body represents a helpful object.

2 It must be remembered that in her imagination, besides having attacked
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